m Loving the Church

Jesus loves the church. He loves it so much that He died to obtain it, and He lives to preserve it
(Ephesians 2:13-16; Romans 5:10-11). Following their Lord, the first disciples adopted His heart for the
church. You can hear echoes of Christ’s own love for the church especially in the letters that Paul, Peter,
James, and John wrote to the believers under their care." One of the best examples of Paul’s deep affection
for the church can be found in the letter he wrote to the believers at the church in Philippi.

How to do this study:

Prayerfully and slowly read through Philippians 1 several times. Use the space provided to record what
you learn about Paul’s love for the church at Philippi.

*  What words/phrases does Paul use to express how he thought and felt about these special
believers who he had once worshipped (and suffered) alongside?

»  Paul grew in his affection for the believers in Philippi as they worked zogether toward a common
cause. What does Paul say that he shared with the believers in Philippi that caused his affection
for this church to be so strong? (See Philippians 1:3-8, 29-30)

* How did the believers in Philippi demonstrate their love for Paul? And how did Paul
demonstrate his love for them? (See Philippians 1:3-4, 19; 21-26; also 4:14-20)

*  What does Paul pray specifically for the believers in Philippi? (See Philippians 1:1-11.)

*  What instructions does Paul give to this church about their relationships with one another? (In
addition to chapter 1, see also 2:1-11.)

*  When disunity between two believers threatened the church at Philippi, how did Paul address it?
(See Philippians 4:1-3.)

!You can follow the birth and growth of the church in the book of Acts, and see how the loving unity of Christ’s body developed
as well.
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Personal Application:

Take time to review and think deeply about what you learned from observing Paul’s love for the church.
Talk to the Lord about what you are learning. Ask Him for grace to grow in your love for His people.

* Do you share the same heart for the body of Christ? If not, what do you see lacking in your life?

*  How would you like God to grow you to be more Christlike in your affection for His people?

* In what specific way(s) does your thinking need to change about how you view others in your

local church?

Like the apostle Paul, we too can grow in our love for God’s people, the church. In addition to the way
we think about others, we can grow in our love for others by following the example of Paul (1:12-26),
Timothy (2:19-24), and Epaphroditus (2:25-30)—praying for, serving alongside, and meeting each
other’s needs. Each of these men were simply following Jesus (2:5-11). This is something each of us can
also do, by God’s grace. As with Paul and the Philippian church, shared fellowship in the gospel grows
our bond of affection for others in the body of Christ, even those who might be harder for us to love.
How is this possible? Because this kind of supernatural love finds its source in Christ Himself (1:8).
Although done imperfectly in this life, true followers of Jesus will demonstrate their love for Him through
their sacrificial love for one another. His love in His people is a mark of belonging to Him.
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