W Jesus, the Best of Friends

By beholding the life of Jesus, we truly have the best example of what it looks like to be a godly friend. If
we want to be a good friend and have good friends, we must look to Jesus—He sets the standard for what
makes a friend truly “good.” How did He display genuine friendship in His actions, words, and attitudes
toward His disciples? What did He teach His friends about friendship? We can grow in our ability to be a
true and godly friend as we learn from Jesus, the best of friends.

How to do this study:
Open your Bible to the Gospel of John and prayerfully read chapters 11-17. As you read, observe Jesus’

interactions with those who were closest to Him. Use the space provided to journal what you are learning.
Will you allow His example to change the way you treat others?

How Did Jesus Interact with His Friends?

In what specific,
concrete ways did
Christ demonstrate
love for His friends?
(Look for actions—
what did He do for
them?)

How was Jesus a good
friend through the
words He said?
(Consider not only
what He said, but Aow
He said it.)

What kind of attitude
did Jesus demonstrate
toward His disciples?

What did Jesus teach
His disciples about
relationships?
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Personal Application:

After considering the way Jesus cared for and loved His friends, how will you apply what you learned
about Christlike friendship to your own life? Remember, Jesus calls us to love each other in the same way
He loved us (John 13:34). But we must also remember that Jesus is not merely an example for us to
tollow. He is our Savior, who through His sacrificial death and resurrection transforms us from se/fish
takers in relationships, to selfless givers. The gospel changes not only us, but the way we relate to others
too! And He is our Lord, both commanding and graciously enabling those who are united to Him to live
like Him too. Review what you learned from John 11-17 and thoughtfully answer the following

application questions:

*  Which interaction between Christ and His disciples stands out to you the most? Why? What

about that interaction impacted you?

* Asyou observed how Christ interacted with the disciples, what did God show you is no# /ike
Christ in the way you interact with others?

* In what concrete ways do you need to begin demonstrating Christlike love for your friend(s)? (Be
specific about who and Aow.)

Respond to God:

Talk to God about the specific ways you are not like Christ in how you treat others. Confess and forsake
your selfishness and pride. Ask for His forgiveness. Talk to God about the ways you desire to change to
be more like Christ in the way you treat your friends. You can use the space below to write out your

prayer:

While Christ is no longer physically present on this earth, He has given every believer His Spirit. He is
with His children, demonstrating the same kind of friendship He did to His disciples while He was with
them physically on earth. He serves, comforts, confronts, encourages, prays for, and enables our
obedience. This is good news. We cannot be a Christlike friend apart from Him. But by His grace, we
can be friends who reflect the likeness of Christ. And when we do this, like Jesus, we glorify God.
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